Starting the Race!

Once the course is set fly the flag to indicate which side is the correct start side

                       Start club side           or           Start Far Side
Starting sequence for 12.00 start.


14.30 start
11.55 sound signal and    flag up



14.25

11.56* sound signal and    flag up



14.26*
11.57









14.27
11.58









14.28

11.59 sound signal and    flag down



14.29
12.00 sound signal and    flag down    



14.30
* on this signal all boats should be on the water, any tied to the pontoon should be disqualified. Helm or crew may be standing in the water holding the boat and will not be disqualified.
Watch line for false starters
If a boat/couple is over the line at the start a single sound it should return to start side of the line without interfering with any other boat and restart other racers continue.


If several boats/lots over the line two sound signals gives a general recall and all boats should stop and the race sequence starts again!








Recall flags tied on ready if needed

Flagpole as viewed from lake
Postponing a race.

If you have to postpone a race start before the start sequence has commenced as soon as the decision has been made

Raise the postponement flag with a single sound signal.

Keep the postponement flag flying until you are ready to start the start sequence.

When you have decided it is time to start the start sequence the following is the correct sequence.
Make sure you record the actual time of the start in order to calculate the elapsed time for each boat once you have their finishing times.
	Time –countdown to start
	Action
	Example time to start at 12 15

	6 minutes
	Sound signal and postponement  flag down   


	12. 09

	5 minutes
	Sound signal and flag up



	12.10

	4minutes
	Sound signal and flag up


	12.11

	3 minutes
	
	12.12

	2 minutes
	
	12.13

	1 minute  
	Sound signal and    flag down 


	12.14

	0 minutes   
	Sound signal and flag down


	12.15


Shortening a course
If the wind drops on the first lap or the lead boat is going to take more than half an hour to complete the first lap a decision to shorten the course can be taken to shorten a 3 lap race to 2.

As the lead boat passes through the start of the last lap to be completed e.g. the start of the 2nd lap, the shortened course flag should be raised and a sound signal given. 

Two sound signals given. The race will then finish at the end of the 2nd lap.
OR
Blow the horn (2 sound signals) and raise the shortened course flag as the lead boat passes the last mark before the finish.
Abandoning a race
Races may need to be abandoned i.e. worsening weather conditions, safety issues, lack of wind……
When the decision to abandon the race has been made by the OOD the N flag will be flown with 3 sound signals.


3 sound signals

